
                                                                       
 

 
 

WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL 

Report for the Parish Council meeting on 6 September 2016 

Planning Application for Cemetery Extension 

Introduction 

1. This briefing note has been prepared to set out the scope of the Waterbeach 
Cemetery Expansion project for the submission of a full planning application 
and asks for WPC’s endorsement for the approach set out below. 

Recommendation 

2. Councillors are asked to: 

 Note the planned process and timescales 

 Review the attached plan 

 Approve the accompanying letter which sets out the support of WPC for the 
extension. 

Context 

3. Urban&Civic (U&C) are appointed by the Defence Infrastructure Organisation 
(DIO) as the development managers to bring forward the former Waterbeach 
barracks, airfield and associated land for development.   

4. U&C has engaged in discussions with Waterbeach Parish Council (WPC) in 
relation to the potential expansion of the existing cemetery eastwards onto 
the former Waterbeach barracks and airfield site.  WPC had previously 
discussed the opportunity for this expansion with DIO prior to the 
involvement of U&C.     

5. WPC currently owns and manages the existing cemetery.  The existing access 
to the cemetery is owned by the Ministry of Defence and is controlled by 
U&C.  

6. U&C understands that the existing cemetery is approaching maximum 
capacity and that its expansion would help to meet the needs of the existing 
village.  

7. There are a range of management issues associated with the existing 
cemetery including access for the necessary equipment to excavate graves 
and the maintenance of pathways across the existing cemetery. 

Project Approach  

8. U&C will prepare a planning application for the change of use of land to the 
west of the existing cemetery within the former Waterbeach barracks and 



                                                                       
 

airfield site from Sui Generis to D1 use.  To achieve this objective, U&C have 
defined the following project scope:  

a. Gifting of the land required for the expansion of the existing cemetery 
and the access road; 

b. Clearance of this land;  

c. Appropriate survey work – utilities, archaeology, ground conditions as 
required for the submission of a full planning application;  

d. Definition of new boundary between the remaining part of the former 
Waterbeach barracks and airfield site and the expanded cemetery.  
The specification of the new boundary treatment to be defined by 
U&C in agreement with WPC;  

e. Extension of existing cemetery pathway through the existing wall to 
the new cemetery expansion area. The project will also consider 
upgrades to the existing part of the cemetery and paths, due to 
efficiencies of undertaking this work at one time;  

f. The specification and width of new pathways has been defined by 
WPC and is in the drawings attached and set out in summary below.        

g. Preparation and submission of a full planning application for the work. 

Planning Application Approach 

9. The scope for the planning application is set out within the table below.  This 
has been discussed with SCDC. One additional element of feedback from 
SCDC was the potential for cycling provision to be added to the works in the 
form of bike stands. Further pre-application discussions will be undertaken 
with the Environment Agency.     

10. Based on the SCDC ‘Validation Checklist’ for a full planning application set out 
below is the proposed scope as agreed with SCDC.  It is anticipated that the 
application will be considered as a ‘minor’ planning application.   

 

Document  

Covering Letter 

Application Form  

Site Location Plan 1:1250 or 1:2500 

Ownership certificate 

Application fee 

Notice  

Layout Plan 

Landscape Details  

Planning, Design and Access Statement 

Environmental Report – EA Tier 1: Risk Screening 
Report   

Access and Parking Plan  



                                                                       
 

Transport Statement   

Flood Risk Technical Note  

Archaeological Statement  

Ecology Statement  

 

11. It is anticipated that a full draft of documents will be prepared by 23 
September, with the plan to submit the application by the end of September. 
The full drafts can be made available to WPC in advance of submission, if 
desired, with a timescale given for responses to ensure the submission 
remains on schedule. 

Consultation 

12. The discussions to date have been extensive and reported in a number of 
local publications, including:  

 the U&C newsletter which goes door to door 

 Beach News, also door to door 

 Parish Council minutes on a number of occasions reflecting the 
discussions and design work carried out with the WPC Cemetery Working 
Group. 

Local residents have also had written notification of survey work and some 
earth movement being undertaken, and informed about the future plans. No 
phone calls or questions have been received about this work. 

We therefore recommend that the plans are included at the next Open Days 
planned by U&C on 29 and 30 September and 1 October, and made available 
by appointment in the Community Rooms. 

Detailed Design 

13. A full set of plans for the Cemetery are attached, along with a location map. 
Key elements of the design which have been agreed are:  

 Extension to have a close board timber fencing, with tree planting  
adjacent to the fencing (11 trees of native stock, drawn from wild cherry, 
rowan and silver birch, as advised by the Woodland Trust, and ideally 
young trees with some established growth); 

 Paths across the existing and new areas to be improved and consistent, 
with a 1.2m  or 1.6m width across most paths, expanding to 1.8 m for the 
primary route up from the Gateway; 

 Paths to have a Breedon (ie set gravel) finish, with edging set level 
to/below the ground and path and made from timber / recycled plastic 
edging. This will ensure they are wheelchair and pushchair friendly and 
resilient to all weather conditions. Examples of this finish are shown 
below and can be found at Chatsworth House, Sandringham Estate, 
Audley End and the National Arboretum. 

 



                                                                       
 

 

 
Breedon Pathways at Audley End, Essex. 

 
 

 A maintenance, controlled access, lockable gate to be added at the 
northern corner, adjacent to the Barracks to allow access the extended 
area from the Barracks side for maintenance and with permission. 
 

 As part of the works, U&C will carry out removal of excess material from 
the turning circle and stump grinding, to address existing issues. 

 

 SCDC have also requested that cycle provision for visitors be considered, 
and U&C are therefore suggesting an addition of cycle hoops for safe 
parking, adjacent to the access. This could be placed where the spoil is 
being removed, but this will be agreed with the Working Group. 

 
  



                                                                       
 

Implementation 

14. With a fair planning wind, we would be hopeful of implementing the 
extension over the Winter months, conscious that there is limited capacity 
available within the existing area. Some early works will need to be taken in 
advance of this including the moving of the earth mound – which is already 
underway to enable further survey works; trenching for archaeology, to 
support the application, which is due to start next week; alongside additional 
site investigation works. 

Parish Council support 

15. It would be a useful part of the application for WPC to set out its support for 
the project and note the engagement to date. A set of words has been 
drafted for discussion by WPC by Cllrs Wright and B Johnson and the Clerk. 
This is set out below: 

To : <Planning Officer details to be confirmed> 

Re: Proposed extension to Waterbeach Village Cemetery 

Waterbeach Parish Council (WPC) have been in discussion with MOD for over 10 
years seeking to extend the current area of the cemetery into an unused acre of 
land within the Barracks area. Significant legal and planning costs have been 
incurred on all sides to progress this much needed space, but the plans were 
shelved after the two sides could not reach agreement.  

With the appointment of Urban&Civic as Development Managers, WPC raised 
the option as one of a number of priorities for the local community, as there are 
now only a few grave spaces left in the Cemetery. 

Urban&Civic have worked with our Cemetery Working Group to finalise a design 
which we are happy with, and which will secure additional grave spaces for our 
community for the next few years. 

We fully endorse the approach set out in this planning application, which will see 
the cemetery expanded and an important upgrade to paths within the existing 
area, making it more accessible for residents and visitors. 

Providing the Parish with ownership of the access road and additional land will 
ensure the Council is well placed to provide for its residents, and their families, in 
the future. We will continue to work with Urban&Civic for planned additional 
cemetery space as part of the new development, alongside a range of other 
important community facilities, to ensure a proportionate level of capacity is 
secured in the longer term for existing and new residents. 

Approval 

16. Councillors are asked to: 

 Note the planned process and timescales 

 Review and approve the attached plan 

 Approve the accompanying letter as set out in 15 which sets out the 
support of WPC for the extension. 


